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Anoie Demas perfonms 2 n'u:mnhg.;ua[l&d “The Hegra Mother' disinga dedicatian :rafaml:-n;.riura Siakh Avenue Schicol ana
Mifh Anenue Sehotlmanimenton Maln Street. The o schools Wore sagregsted schoals from 1946 {0/ 1965,

Schools” monument dedication draws a erowd

By Jessica Goonsas
5 Ia:mwr';nd;mhemd
C
Sturday - around 4 W
nEw mumm:m{ il
cated to the Minth
Sl Avenue
scheplz on Main Street, hetween
Second and Third avenes.

The momument features a garden
with waler showeasing o tiger, the
MWinth Avenue’s mascof, at a stream
with two placues, one ! for each
srhool, 1o memoremhize Hepderson
Comniv's past: The dedication cere:
mony helpred students and teaclers
celebeate théir past and preserve
their history for the ftture,

I ik this ks
the making of his-

lm-j.r, aaid  Her
on ﬂlﬂ.-“rﬂh manits  Marable, SE R TIVES AR
2 Manien datighter of John People fonk evera Uger after a dedication ceremarny for & Sixth Aeaue Scheal B
‘gels dedivated.  Marahle, principal  MenthAvenae School nurn'.lmenlqn Ml Street i Hendersonle.

E. of - Mipth Avenue
sthool "1 - fa-
ther: was living,
hie'd be soprowd.™
“We've heen waiting, for this Tor
ahout & year and a half,” said Greg
Newman, Hendersonville's mavor.
Former students and teachers
wpathered for” the:, cerenony) The
segregated schaols served African
Anierican stedenis from Hender-
son, Transylvania ‘and Polk fvom
1916 wntil 1965 The . dedication
ceremony. reflectad 'on the histary
of the schools and brought together
old friends. As everyone gathered
on Main Street; belween’ Second
and Third: avénues’ for ithe unveil-
m.ﬁ they hugged and greeted each
er. Some people traveled from
far away to be lere. Others had
stayed or came: back to fetire in
Hendorson County.
“Stuwdents: respected  the teach-
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griliual:l:d studenls who became
udges, attorneys, educators, catre-
prémeurs, orvil servants, deans and
dhsctors,

*Mot'only did they teachus read-
g, writing, and aritheie,” said

former student, "they taupht usin-
tegrity . They were alse nstilling
intous character”

The Sixth Avenue school existed
Trorn 1916 until 1951 There was an-
other building that hoosed the high
school tat was commonly referred
Liras the grmpmsinm, acording Lo
Mildred Maoiey, s former studenl.
The MNinth Avenue school was built

ft the current kocation® of Hender-
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ers and . they reﬂpecled the pran-
¢ipal,” salid Hanna Edwards,a for- at
mer teacher, "We respected the
stidents and demanded respact for

ourselves.” PLEASE SEE CEREMONY 2% -

Edwards  added 1he  school.

Geraltine Hitehinson: McMinm, a

Cantinued frons Page 1A
sonville Middbe Schoolin 1951
The kst segregadted class was
there in 195" The school Ee-
q;peneﬂ ag, the Hendersonville
Junior: High School with inte-
g'naled clngaes,

|, The) ceremony recalled the
history, && fprmer teaciers and
sludents shared their meme-
ries of the schoal: Annie Demps
of Hemdersonville performed
2 dramabic " monologue called
“The Megra! Mother” In Rer
1alk, she I:tha:-m::d the need
for education,

“Rajse up ot of the igno-
rance,” she gaidtin her r_ha

sentation. Haige up ok
darkness™

. The invaivement of Girl Scout
Iroop: #k helped make this
possible. Four girls were Jook-
ing for an opporlinity (o com-
plete the necessiry ire-
ments for their Gold Award, the
highest achievement in the Girl
Sconts. They needed 1o create
semething that would continue
b give

"W were working towards
wur Gold Award and we talked
to Mayor Mewman,” zaid Shel-
by Welter, 17,

Newman - had  been  ap~
proached by Jessie’ Jenkins
Wilzom: of the Alumni Aszocias
Tign {0 preserye the history of
the Ninth and' Sicth Avenige
selwools. The (hirks Scouts saw
this a3 an opportunity tohelp.

Jenkinz-Wilsin  had  frouble
Anding copits of the Ninth and
Sixth. Avenie  schools” year
Books at the library, She wani-
ed, o enzure the schools were
ot forgoiten and  Henderson
County history lived on.
_ "I'think IE:;J{IE}:':]:’ grea'tj:nﬁ
imporiant agEic Chan-
dler, 19. *We hear about Black
History Meanth and ereat lead-
ers like Martin Lather King.”
"Finally we have *&tll:u::tﬁ.inF
i our own town,” inighed Wel
der

“We're also keeping the little
stories  alive)! =said Mekine
Gossage| 17,

The scouts also helped pul
toget e information for a Web
aite, inchuding surveys of (he
former slisdients and teachers,
interviews, and ;mrhuul{ in-
Tormeatlon: The Web site i5 =till
under construction af weww.nin-
thavenueschool org

As the tarpcame off the mon-
wment with:the tiper at the wa-
ter, & group of rmer students
sterted a cheer frony the Minth
Avenue sehools: The crowd of
few hiupdred came cloge 1o see

the plaques that tell the History
of the Sikth and Ii1|':1111111 Avenue
schnnls

*{Wé&want to) honor the peo-
pleswho went o the Minth nuﬂ
b]'r.lh Avenue -gohosls”
Mewman,
Mewman added the monu-
menk stands as a remindor o

-aever have officlal policy, limit-

ing the access of education lo
ANy Eroap.



